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PAPERS 



IN 



COLONIES AND TRADE. 



No. I. 

SILK FROM THE ISLE OF FRANCE. 

The Large Gold Medal of the Society was this session 
presented to M. ChAZAL of the Isle of France, for up- 
wards of One Hundbed Pounds of Silk, raised by 
him in that colony. The following documents have been 
received on the subject ; and specimens of the silk have 
been placed in the Society's repository. 

No. 1, Lime-street-square, London, 
Sir, March 1, 1819. 

As the agents of M. de Ghazal, a planter of the Isle of 

France, we herewith transmit a specimen of silk produced 

on his estate in the year 1817, together with a memoir on 

the silk- worm, and the culture of the mulberry-tree, drawn 

up by M. de Chazal, and certified by the governor of that 

island, which we request you will have the goodness to lay 
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before the Society for the encouragement of Arts, Ma- 
nufactures, and Commerce, for their inspection, M. de 
Chazal being a candidate for the premium offered " for the 
greatest quantity of silk, not less than one hundred pounds 
weight, produced by any person in the Isle of France in 
the year 1817, from silk-worms bred there." 

We are. Sir, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Arthur Aikin, Esq. Matheson, JOHNSTON, & Co. 

Secretary, Sfc. Sfc. 



A SHORT time before the conquest of the Isles of France 
and Bourbon by the British, the French ministry had 
formed the project of introducing the culture of silk into 
these islands. A sum of money had been assigned to this 
purpose, and the persons to whom the execution of the 
plan had been entrusted, had already arrived. From 
causes which have not been explained the attempt failed. 

Sir R. T. Farquhar having been appointed governor, 
renewed the attempt. He procured silk- worms' eggs from 
Bengal, and on the 20th of December, 1815, entrusted 
them to the care of M. Chazal. By the 20th of March, in 
the following year, about eighty thousand coccoons had 
been obtained, twenty-five thousand of the best of which 
were selected to afford eggs for the next season. The re- 
mainder of the coccoons being wound off, afforded about 
one hundred and eighty ounces, French, of silk. 

The increase of the silk-worm is much more rapid than 
that of the mulberry, on the leaves of which it feeds. M. 
Chazal, accordingly, applied himself strenuously to the es- 
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tablishment of plantations, partly of the white mulberry, 
and partly of the malberry of Bengal. The plants were 
put into the ground at the distance af about three feet 
from e^ch other, and were not allowed to grow to a 
greater height than four or five feet, for the convenience 
of gathering the leaves. As the [dants get old, they will 
require to be cut down to the ground, in order to obtain 
vigorous new shoots, and, in a well-regulated plantation, 
a certain proportion will be thus treated every four years. 
By the end of the year 1.817, M. Chazal had completed 
plantations of the extent of forty arpents, containing about 
two hundred thousand mulberry plants. 

The warm and generally temperate climate of the Isle 
of France admits of the silk- worms being much more ex- 
posed to the weather than they are either in France or 
Italy. M. Chazal ha» therefore adopted the Indian, in 
preference to the European mode of management, as being 
eqi^ally efficacious and much cheaper. 

The houses or sheds in which the silk-worms are kept, 
are composed of lattice- work, plastered over with a mix- 
ture of clay and cow-dung, and covered with a thatched 
roof. Their breadtih is about fifteen feet, their height 
eight feet, and their length is regulated by the number of 
worms to be accommodated, and other circumstances. In 
the middle is a path of a convenient width, and on each 
hand ate tiers or stages of open frames or shallow boxes 
made of bamboo, in which the worms are placed: eight 
inches in height are sufficient for each frame, including 
the space between that and the next, so that the house 
contains twelve stages. Each worm when ready to spin, 
is transferred to a small cell made of platted bamboo, as 
practised in Bengal. 
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The worms hatched from the eggs brought from Bengal, 
whether they had suffered from the voyage, from the change 
of climate, or other circumstances, did not attain to the 
size natural to them in India, and afforded but little silk : 
those of the second generation, however, produced from 
eggs laid by the imported worms, were both larger and 
yielded a better produce of silk both in quantity and qua- 
lity. The fourth generation appeared to be perfectly 
inured to the climate and mode of management, and were 
not at all inferior to those grown in Bengal. 

There are five generations of silk-worms annually in 
Bengal. In the Isle of France M. Chazal obtained three 
generations from December to May, and the mulberry af- 
fords fresh leaves during the whole year. 

In 1817 M. Chazal, besides distributing silk-worms to 
various persons in the colony, collected more than two 
hundred pounds of silk, of which one bale weighing, net, 
one hundred and sixteen pounds and six ounces, was sent 
to England in the year 1818, and in the spring of 1819 
M. Chazal's claim to the premium offered by the Society 
was sent in. The want of some official documents, and 
the time required to obtain them from so distant a colony, 
as well as other circumstances, have occasioned the delay 
in the adjudication of the claim. 



CKRTIFICATKS. 



These are to certify that the silk, of which a sample is 
sent to the Society for the encouragement of Arts, was 
brought to England on board H. M. shij> Phaeton, in 
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February 1818, under my care, and which weighs otic 
hundred and sixteen pounds and six ounces ; that it was 
produced in the district of the Plaines of Wilhelms in tho 
Isle of France, in the year 1817, under the care and ma- 
nagement of Mr. Chazal, inhabitant of that district, from 
silk- worms bred there by him ; and that the annexed ac- 
count of the management of the worms, the cultivation of 
the mulberry-trees, and mode of feeding, is correct, and 
agreeable to what I have myself witnessed at Mr. Chazal's 
habitation. 

Given under my hand this sixth day of October, 1818, 
St. James-street, Westminster, 

R. T. Farquhar, 
Governor and commander-in-chief of the 
Isle of France and dependencies. 



London, 6th February, 182'2. 
We hereby certify that our house (then under the firm 
of Mathison, Johnston, and Co.), received by H. M. ship 
Phaeton in the spring of 1818, the undermentioned bale of 
silk from Mr. de Chazal of the Isle of France, which we 
verily believe was the produce of silk- worms in that island. 
Mathison, Jenkins, and Co. 

Chazal — one bale of silk, weight, net, 116 lbs. 6 oz. 
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Sir, Lime-strcet-square, 3d February, 1823. 

Referring to our letter under date 5th February 

1822, respecting silk from the Isle of France, which subject 

is, we understand, soon to be brought before the Society 

of Arts, we beg to transmit a copy of a letter from Messrs. 

Simmons, Pallister, and Co., who undertook to get some 

raw silk made up, produced at Mauritius previous to that 

of which a specimen was sent to the Society, and also a 

small part of the ribbons and sarcenet made therefrom 

and taken off before the pieces were sent out to the island. 

The sarcenet, as you will observe, has been in use, and 

consequently looks worn on one side. 

We are. Sir, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Jl. Jlikin, Esq. MathiSON, JenkINS, AND Co. 

Secretary, 8fC. 9)-r. 



(Copy.) 

29, St. Paul's Church-yard, 
Sir, 17th March, 1817. 

In answer to your enquiries respecting the samples of 
raw silk from the Isle of France, which you delivered to 
us for the purpose of manufacturing into an article suitable 
to the nature of it, we beg leave to state that it is in pro- 
gress, but not yet in any finished state. The delay is owing 
to the silk being of a kind perfectly new to this market, 
and to our manufacture. We first proposed making it into 
an article for a dress or gown, but found it would not com- 
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pletely answer that purpose, and on consulting some of our 
friends who have had experience in several branches of the 
silk manufacture of this country, we were advised it was 
the most suitable for silk-stockings, and in consequence 
we sent it to the neighbourhood of Derby, to be prepared 
for that purpose ; but it has been brought back from thence, 
as, on closer inspection there, it was found to be much too 
good for stockings ; so much so as by the manufacturers 
to be deemed, from its fineness, nearly fifty per cent, 
superior to what is employed for that purpose. We con- 
ceive, therefore, to use it for that purpose would be rather 
wasting the silk than making a fair trial of its texture, qua- 
lity, and worth, and it is now preparing in the usual winding 
mills, in order to be woven either into ribbons or dress- 
silks, as may be most suitable to it, after it has undergone 
the usual processs of winding, warping, boiling, and dying. 
We are. Sir, 
&c. &c. &c. 
(Signed) Simmons, Pallister, if Wilkinson. 



In order to ascertain the quality of M. Chazal's silk, the 
committee directed that the samples sent to the Society 
should be put into the hands of Mr. Winkworth, a member 
and silk-manufacturer. This gentleman, besides carefully 
examining the silk himself, has shown it to some of the 
most eminent silk-brokers in London, and their joint opinion 
is contained in the following letter. 
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Sir, Patcrnoster-row, January 19, 1824. 

I HAVE examined the silk intrusted to my care by the 
Society, and have also shown it to some of the most emi- 
nent silk-brokers in London, and we all agree in opinion 
that though there is much room for improvement in the 
quality, it is still a very saleable article in the market, 
worth at the present time from eleven to fourteen shillings 
per pound exclusive of the duty. There appear to be 
three sorts in the sample, each approximating to filatures 
regularly imported from India, and it is probable that the 
persons who superintended the culture in the Isle of France 
are well acquainted with the mode of preparation adopted 
in Bengal. I have separated the sorts and attached labels 
to each, on which you will find the present market prices, 
and the names they would bear if sold by the East India 
company. 

I shall be happy to furnish you with any farther infor- 
mation that may be in my power, should what I have now 
written be deemed insufficient. 
I am. Sir, 

&c. &c. &c. 

Thomas Winkworth. 



